Outcomes of Applications for Disability Benefits

Table 59.
Outcomes at all adjudicative levels, by year of application, 1992-2008

Medical decisions

Pending Denials Allowances Award| Allowance

final Technical Subsequent Subsequent rate ® rate ©

Year Total decision denials 2 Medical| nonmedical ¢ Awards denials ®© (percent) (percent)

All disabled beneficiaries
1999 1,265,037 0 104,332 445,995 4,056 708,797 1,857 56.0 61.3
2000 1,364,323 0 136,071 458,257 3,820 764,237 1,938 56.0 62.5
2001 1,513,411 0 170,543 498,814 3,581 838,538 1,935 55.4 62.7
2002 1,716,044 4,176 231,002 578,636 4,072 896,059 2,099 52.3 60.7
2003 1,942,210 5,618 374,190 629,481 4,491 926,357 2,073 47.8 59.5
2004 2,262,363 10,018 616,662 675,150 5,687 953,200 1,646 42.3 58.4
2005 2,087,956 17,512 529,551 634,420 7,035 897,447 1,991 43.3 58.4
2006 2,164,544 42,780 611,906 631,205 7,368 869,334 1,951 41.0 57.8
2007 2,210,490 149,416 651,762 588,282 8,209 810,943 1,878 39.3 57.8
2008 2,327,840 325,865 714,778 558,980 9,501 716,800 1,916 35.8 55.9
Workers
1992 1,310,004 0 130,885 481,439 5,725 689,111 2,844 52.6 58.8
1993 1,384,501 0 140,314 540,906 5,626 695,007 2,648 50.2 56.2
1994 1,383,092 0 130,240 573,158 5,506 671,791 2,397 48.6 53.9
1995 1,301,472 0 123,711 542,097 5,048 628,380 2,236 48.3 53.6
1996 1,313,818 0 116,988 537,482 5,011 652,221 2,116 49.6 54.8
1997 1,164,680 0 106,868 449,464 4,212 602,277 1,859 51.7 57.2
1998 1,138,101 0 96,718 421,953 4,205 613,181 2,044 53.9 59.2
1999 1,167,650 0 102,305 419,486 4,008 640,065 1,786 54.8 60.3
2000 1,265,188 0 133,964 432,341 3,785 693,227 1,871 54.8 61.5
2001 1,414,524 0 168,253 472,960 3,539 767,892 1,880 54.3 61.9
2002 1,609,492 4,046 228,392 549,052 4,016 821,938 2,048 51.2 59.9
2003 1,831,162 5,412 371,223 596,668 4,434 851,423 2,002 46.6 58.8
2004 2,145,633 9,879 612,623 639,567 5,634 876,335 1,595 41.0 57.7
2005 1,970,278 17,369 525,636 599,079 6,941 819,336 1,917 42.0 57.6
2006 2,040,683 42,264 607,131 590,879 7,260 791,258 1,891 39.6 57.1
2007 2,080,417 147,314 646,522 544,621 8,090 732,060 1,810 37.9 57.1
2008 2,196,906 320,266 709,280 515,172 9,376 640,958 1,854 34.2 55.2
Widow (er)s

1999 40,053 0 1,173 9,718 17 29,108 37 72.7 75.0
2000 39,990 0 1,258 9,027 11 29,665 29 74.2 76.7
2001 40,227 0 1,344 8,742 13 30,109 19 74.8 77.5
2002 41,316 65 1,539 9,089 18 30,586 19 74.1 77.1
2003 41,467 102 1,645 9,656 24 29,996 44 72.5 75.7
2004 42,615 52 2,073 9,987 22 30,457 24 71.6 75.3
2005 41,572 67 1,895 9,633 27 29,926 24 72.1 75.7
2006 41,577 221 2,195 10,004 38 29,096 23 70.4 74.4
2007 40,321 853 2,208 9,541 29 27,662 28 70.1 74.4
2008 40,013 2,220 2,308 9,127 33 26,304 21 69.6 74.2

(Continued)
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Outcomes of Applications for Disability Benefits

Table 59.
Outcomes at all adjudicative levels, by year of application, 1992-2008—Continued

Medical decisions

Pending Denials Allowances Award| Allowance

final Technical Subsequent Subsequent rate © rate ©

Year Total decision denials 2 Medical[ nonmedical ¢ Awards denials © (percent) (percent)

Adult children

1999 57,334 0 854 16,791 31 39,624 34 69.1 70.3
2000 59,145 0 849 16,889 24 41,345 38 69.9 71.0
2001 58,660 0 946 17,112 29 40,537 36 69.1 70.3
2002 65,236 65 1,071 20,495 38 43,535 32 66.8 68.0
2003 69,581 104 1,322 23,157 33 44,938 27 64.7 66.0
2004 74,115 87 1,966 25,596 31 46,408 27 62.7 64.5
2005 76,106 76 2,020 25,708 67 48,185 50 63.4 65.2
2006 82,284 295 2,580 30,322 70 48,980 37 59.7 61.8
2007 89,752 1,249 3,032 34,120 90 51,221 40 57.9 60.0
2008 90,921 3,379 3,190 34,681 92 49,538 41 56.6 58.8

SOURCE: Social Security Administration, Disability Research file, 100 percent data.
NOTES: Data for all levels are current through August 2009.

Because a number of applications remain pending for more recent years, the award and allowance rates will change over time. Cases
can be pending at the initial or appellate levels and can include either medical or technical issues.

Data include decisions for Social Security-only applications and applications for both Social Security and Supplemental Security Income
(SSl); they do not include SSl-only applications.

Data from 1992 to 1998 are available for disabled workers only.

a. Applications were denied for nonmedical reasons; therefore no decision was made on severity of impairment.
b. Rate determined by dividing awards by all applications minus pending claims for that year.

c. Rate determined by dividing medical allowances by all medical decisions for that year.

d. Applications were denied for nonmedical reasons after a decision was made that the applicant did not meet the medical severity
criteria for disability benefits.

e. Applications were denied for nonmedical reasons after a decision was made that the applicant met the medical severity criteria for
disability benefits.

CONTACT: Clark Pickett (410) 965-9016 or di.asr@ssa.gov.
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